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Comments re the Department of Energy’s review of funding for the Office of Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency, June 20, 2001, via email and First Class Mail

There is no longer any doubt that the fastest, cheapest and cleanest way to save energy and reduce the need for new generation capacity is to utilize available and competitively priced energy-efficiency technologies.  The Department of Energy’s support for research and development of these technologies, as well as renewable energy, while lagging when compared to subsidies for more mature energy technologies, is critical to the growth of these relatively new industries.

A close review of the Bush Administration’s National Energy Policy shows that language on renewable energy and energy-efficiency is included, but actual funding recommendations are minimal. In fact, the Administration's budget proposal cuts the DOE’s Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE) programs by $180 million or 29 percent.

DOE’s EERE programs have been a success. The department estimates that these programs have avoided more than $30 billion in energy costs for American consumers over the past twenty years. The programs have saved 5.5 quadrillion BTUs of energy-enough to heat every household in the U.S. for one year. 

The tremendous strides renewable energy and efficiency technologies have made over the last 20 years has been in large measure due to the support of the DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. There simply is no justification for cutting the EERE budget.  

The Administration should demonstrate its concern about meeting America’s energy needs by substantially increasing the DOE’s EERE budget.  
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